Table of Contents

Preface 11
Gilberto Corbellini
Summary 17
Preliminary caveat 21
A concise introduction 23
1.1 Form and substance in Constitutions 23
1.2 Basic principles and ordinary laws 28
1.3 Inadequate institutional structure 29
Part 1. Analysis and criticism (pars destruens) 33
1.1 The seven flaws of democracies 33
1.2 Assumption confirmed 67
Part 2. Our meta-reform proposal (pars construens) 69
2.1 «Rationalization>» and «Extension> of democracy 70
2.2 Graphic explanations 73
2.3 Some hints to procedural matters 76
2.4 Public experts on politics 79
2.5 Constitutionally oriented instrumentalism 89
2.6 «Epist-» misunderstandings and inadequacies 90
2.7 Citizens: equals in power, not in capability; or, against the
sortition of lawmakers 102
2.8 No technocracy, no Platonism 109

FUP Best Practice in Scholarly Publishing (DOI 10.36253/fup_best_practice)

Giovanni Molteni Tagliabue, Rationalized and Extended Democracy. Inserting Public Scientists into the
Legislative/Executive Framework, Reinforcing Citizens’ Participation, © 2023 Author(s), CC BY-SA 4.0,
published by Firenze University Press, ISBN 979-12-215-0161-2, DOI 10.36253/979-12-215-0161-2


https://doi.org/10.36253/fup_best_practice
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode
https://doi.org/10.36253/979-12-215-0161-2

2.9 Scientification of politics: a shaky concept

2.10 Legitimacy

2.11 Reassessing the expert-citizenry-democracy nexus

2.12 Accountability

2.13 Less semblance, more substance

2.14 «Science courts>» and the like: unworkable and unnecessary

2.15 Independent Authorities as partial ‘experiments’ in
Rationalized Democracy

2.16 REDemo as a radical project — better constructed than
various alternatives

2.17 Afew possible examples of REDemo at work

2.18 Benefits of renewed democracy, i.e. relieving its seven
shortcomings

2.19 Democratic societies trust science and scientists

2.20 A big challenge for public experts

Conclusion

Avery short coda

Acknowledgments

Addendum. Further papers on the reform project, and on a
roadmap to implement it

List of Figures

References

Index of names

10

113
115
118
129
130
131

134

143
162

167
183
186

191
193
195

197
199
201
233



