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This volume aims to develop lines of research that were first addressed in Periploi 9: 
«Non-Scribal Communication Media in the Bronze Age Aegean and Surrounding 

Areas» (editors: Anna Margherita Jasink, Judith Weingarten, Silvia Ferrara, 2017). In 
Periploi 12, we are also casting a wider net both by expanding our geographical range 
and by bringing into the discussion additional forms of a-literate and proto-literate 
communication systems. Whereas, in Periploi 9, papers were divided by geographical 
regions (Aegean, Anatolia and Cyprus, Near East and Egypt), in Periploi 12, the 
perspective shifts by grouping them chronologically in order to facilitate diachronic 
and comparative studies: Early, Middle, and Late Bronze Age, with a final section that 
already takes a diachronic and/or cross-cultural viewpoint.

Periploi 9 was a response to the growing interest in connections between writing 
systems and «alternative» modes of interaction and communication, including those 
which do not obviously connect scribal with non-scribal practices. Scholarly interest 
seems to have increased in the intervening years, as witnessed by substantially more 
involvement among epigraphers and archaeologists as well as further semiological and 
anthropological analyses, providing evidence for new points of view. The fundamental 
purpose of this volume is to advance the current scientific debate, promoting more 
interaction among specialists. The key words recurring in the papers are: tokens, mason’s 
marks, potmarks, seals and sealings, weights, textile tools and so on, but the discussion 
is much wider, with implications concerning cultural, economic and political networks. 
The chronological span goes from the 4th millennium to the entire 2nd millennium BC, 
through the presentation of several case studies and methodological considerations.

The volume begins with three papers on the Early Bronze Age that offer a significant 
overview for the pre- and proto-historical phases in the Near East. The first paper concerns 
signs and symbols that possibly transmitted ideological and practical messages across 
the Mesopotamian and Syro-Anatolian world (7th to 3rd millennium BC) before the spread 
of writing. Marcella Frangipane examines three marking systems: first, decorated pottery 
motifs as expressions of group identity and/or social roles; second, cretulae (sealings) as 
residual evidence for completed economic transactions in which seal impressions indicate 
the responsible individuals; and third, ways that potmarks could have been a practical 
tool for potters/workshops in tandem with the development of ceramic mass production. 
She explores such systems as parts of the «momentous transformation from egalitarian to 
hierarchical and politically centralised societies...».
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