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Economic inequalities in an Iberian urban society:  
Tortosa before and after the Black Death

by Laura Miquel Milian, Jordi Morelló Baget

La città di Tortosa era uno dei centri più importanti della Catalogna nel tardo Medioevo, grazie 
soprattutto al suo porto fluviale che connetteva l’interno della penisola iberica con le reti com-
mercio del Mediterraneo. Negli archivi della città si conservano diversi registri fiscali, chia-
mati manifests che stimavano la ricchezza di ciascun contribuente cittadino per redistribuire 
l’importo della tassazione diretta. Il saggio prende in esame gli unici due manifests completi 
conservati, rispettivamente del 1316 e del 1353: il loro studio combinato permette di osservare 
l’impatto della Peste Nera sulla popolazione e la ricchezza della città. In primo luogo, il saggio 
descrive il contesto socio-economico e la struttura urbana di Tortosa nel Trecento e le principali 
caratteristiche delle fonti prese in esame. Segue l’analisi della struttura demografica e della con-
centrazione della ricchezza nonché della loro evoluzione fra 1316 e 1353. Infine, si propongono 
alcune considerazioni sull’impatto della peste del 1348 sulle diseguaglianze economiche e la 
struttura demografica della città di Tortosa.

The city of Tortosa was one of the most important urban centres in late medieval Catalonia, 
mainly thanks to its river port, which linked the Iberian interior to the Mediterranean trade net-
works. In the archives of Tortosa there are several registers of wealth, called manifests, which 
served as the basis for the distribution of direct taxes according to the wealth of each taxpayer. 
This paper examines the only two manifests that are complete, those of 1316 and 1353: together 
they allow us to study the impact of the Black Death on population and wealth. The paper first 
describes the socio-economic and urban structure of the city in the fourteenth century and then 
the main features of the sources used. Secondly, it examines the structure and evolution of the 
distribution of population and wealth between 1316 and 1353. Finally, we propose some reflec-
tions on the impact of the plague of 1348 on both economic inequality and the demographic 
structure of the city of Tortosa.

Medioevo, secolo XIV, Tortosa, registri fiscali, diseguaglianze economiche, Peste Nera.
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1.  Introduction

Over the last decade,1 the study of economic inequality in the Middle 
Ages and the Early Modern Period has gained a great deal of momentum, in 
Europe as a whole and in the Iberian Peninsula in particular. The case of Cat-
alonia has been no exception, as shown by the many studies that have been 
published on this subject in recent years.2 Therefore, the objective of this 
study is to contribute to this line of research through an investigation focused 
on the city of Tortosa, in the south of Catalonia, between the 1310s and the 
1350s.

This study will be conducted mainly through the analysis of two fiscal 
sources, known as manifests, the analysis of which already has a long history 
in research work similar to this. Thus, the fundamental goal of the present 
article is to take a close look at the people of Tortosa and their wealth at two 
specific moments in time, the years 1316 and 1353, in order to, firstly, esti-
mate their levels of inequality and then to see if these increased or decreased 
over the almost four decades between both years. Ultimately, an attempt will 
be made to perceive what the effects of the Black Death were in Tortosa, on 
a demographic level and above all with regard to the distribution of wealth 
among the population that survived the onslaught of the epidemic, and if it 
was different for men and women. This will be done along the lines of recent 
studies on the subject, in order to assess whether or not Tortosa experienced 
a reduction in inequality after the Black Death, as has been documented in 
some European cities and villages.3

To do this, we shall first present the city of Tortosa in the fourteenth cen-
tury and then the sources used. Secondly, we shall offer a panoramic overview 
of the results obtained, focusing on the demographics, on the analysis of eco-
nomic inequality and on the main taxpayers in Tortosa. Lastly, we shall offer 
some brief conclusions to try to answer the questions posed throughout the 
text. 

1  This article is the result of a contract funded by the Conselleria d’Educació, Universitats i 
Ocupació of the Generalitat Valenciana, and it comes within the activities of the research pro-
jects “Mercados, instituciones e integración económica en el Mediterráneo Occidental (siglos 
XIII-XVI)” (Ref. PID2021-128038NB-I00), “La riqueza de la Iglesia y el desarrollo del territorio 
(Corona de Aragón, siglos XIII-XVI)” (Ref. PID2021-126684NA-I00) and “Desigualdad, movi-
lidad y conflicto social en el mundo urbano (Cataluña y Mallorca, s. XIII-XVI)” (Ref. PID2022-
141368NB-C22), all three funded by MCIN/AEI /10.13039/501100011033/ and by FEDER “Una 
manera de hacer Europa.”
2  So as not to prolong this section unnecessarily, we refer to the bibliography cited in Miquel, 
Verdés, “Contribución al estudio.”
3  See Alfani, “Epidemics, Inequality,” and the bibliography. 
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2.  The city and its context

2.1  Tortosa in the fourteenth century

In line with the upward trend of the period, Tortosa became an economic 
centre of the first order in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries.4 In fact, 
together with Tarragona and Lleida, it was one of the main cities in Catalunya 
Nova, the name given to the territories conquered from the Muslims during 
the twelfth century. On the left bank of the river Ebre, the city stood at an im-
portant communications intersection, by river, land and sea. Numerous types 
of merchandise from Aragon and the interior of the Peninsula were sent to 
different points on the Mediterranean, making Tortosa’s harbour on the river 
an obligatory port of call. The whole adjacent sector formed the Alfòndec, the 
commercial quarter par excellence of medieval Tortosa, where the exchange 
(llotja) was built as a contracting centre and a goods warehouse.5

The city had a multi-ethnic population. Apart from the Jews who lived 
in the old and new call (Jewish quarter) and the Muslims who were forced to 
live in a suburb beneath the old Moorish fortress (La Suda), the population of 
Tortosa was mostly Christian. After the conquest of 1148, the city experienced 
continual demographic growth since it benefitted from a large number of mi-
grants from other parts of Catalonia, and also from Aragon and other more 
distant places.

In a period still some years away from the appearance of hearth taxes, 
which were introduced after the Black Death, it is difficult to know how big 
the city’s population was during the period of growth.6 Hearth taxes, how-
ever, are not the only fiscal registers we have available for quantifying the 
population, since demographic information, as or more valuable, can also be 
extracted from the manifests, as will be seen later. Either way, the increase 
in the population is reflected in the city’s urban growth and, specifically, in 
the creation of new districts, or eixamples, above all in the eastward expan-
sion towards the place where the convent of Santa Clara was established.7 
Between the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, the city appears divided 
into four parishes: Santa Maria, centred around the cathedral, must have cor-

4  For the case of Tortosa: Curto, Vidal, “La ciutat de Tortosa,” 68-71; Alanyà, Els jueus de Tor-
tosa, 39-40, part I; Bonet, “La ciutat i els poders locals.” For a more general urban context, see: 
Sabaté, “Ciudad e identidad;” Morelló, “Un nou actor polític.” 
5  Although a royal permission was granted already in 1352, the construction of the building 
seems to have begun in 1368: Vidal, Les obres de la ciutat, 252-3. As Albert Curto said, this 
exchange building became the most tangible commercial symbol of the municipal oligarchy: 
Curto, La intervenció municipal, 67.
6  We do not include some figures postulated by Miravall, Episcopologi, 166, as they are not very 
reliable.
7  From the thirteenth century onwards, many convents began to appear in Tortosa, ascribed 
to different religious orders, apart from the houses belonging to the military orders. All this 
demonstrates the degree of attraction exerted by the city thanks to the level of development it 
had attained.
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responded to the early Islamic medina; Santa Clara and Sant Jaume, to the 
Islamic suburbs that surrounded it, and the Alfòndec, to the city’s southern 
extension.8

The fourteenth-century city was by then an urbanistic reality, more or 
less transformed with respect to the old Muslim taifa capital. A large part of 
the city stood within the old Andalusian walls, while other sectors remained 
outside them.9 In fact, the period we are studying here is prior to the new 
walled perimeter, on which building work began in 1365.10

With regard to the jurisdictional situation in the fourteenth century, it 
is useful to bear in mind some changes that correspond to the period dealt 
with here. In 1294, as a result of the exchanges (permutes) conducted by the 
monarchy with the principal lords who possessed jurisdictional rights in the 

8  According to Muñoz, “La demografia,” 3. In the period, reference is also made to the parish of 
Gènova, which spread beneath La Suda, as the prolongation of Santa Maria.
9  According to Vidal, Les obres de la ciutat, 130, over the centuries various enclosures existed, 
but reconstructing the history of the walls before 1300 is problematic.
10  Between 1347 and 1351, coinciding with the war of the unions – a long-lasting conflict be-
tween the king and the nobility of Aragon and Valencia – there was a first attempt to enclose the 
city inside a new perimeter: Vidal, Les obres de la ciutat, 134.

Figure 1. The city of Tortosa in the fourteenth century
Source: elaboration of the authors.
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urban area – the Knights Templar and the nobleman Guillem de Montcada11 
– Tortosa was consolidated as a royal city and the capital of a district or veg-
ueria. It stayed that way in the first decades of the fourteenth century, until 
King Alfons IV the Kind transferred it to his son Ferran. The latter acted as 
the “marquis of the city” from 1329 to 1363, after which the city returned to 
direct royal control.

The entire phase of demographic, urbanistic and economic expansion and 
growth came to a sudden halt in the middle of the fourteenth century with the 
appearance of the Black Death. The situation in Tortosa is wholly comparable 
with what happened all over Europe. It is thought that the bubonic plague 
initially had a serious impact on the city, but apart from the information pro-
vided by some authors from time to time, the subject has not been studied in 
depth. Even so, for the detailed study that we shall make below of the socio-
economic reality of the people of Tortosa, it is useful to bear in mind what the 
situation could have been like, created as a result of the arrival of the Black 
Death and its possible effects.

2.2  The sudden appearance of the Black Death and its impact

The city’s enviable geographical location on the banks of the river Ebre 
made it completely impossible to avoid the waves of contagion of the disease 
and, like everywhere else in the country, this came to Tortosa by sea.12 The 
first news appears at the end of May 1348.13 It was about the sick or dead 
people who were in the ships at the mouth of the river. Because of that, they 
were prevented from continuing to sail upstream and trading with the cloths 
or other merchandise from these ships.14 Despite everything, the epidemic 
eventually spread all over the city. On 1 June there was talk of asking Pope 
Clement VI in Avignon for a temporary absolution of sin for all the people 
who were dying, and at the same time they were starting to discuss a possible 
enlargement of the cemetery of Sant Joan, on the edge of the city.15

Continuing with the examination of the minutes of the Council of 1348, 
other indicators of the seriousness of the situation soon appeared. It was 

11  This year, the provincial master of the Order in Aragon and Catalonia signed an exchange by 
which he ceded the Templars’ control over the city and territory of Tortosa to James II. Guillem 
de Montcada, in turn, ceded to the same king all the dominion and other rights that he had in 
the city, as well as the castle of Paüls, in exchange for other domains: Pagarolas, “Permuta de 
1294,” 272 and 274.
12  As pointed out in Benedictow’s monumental work on the Black Death, its spread followed the 
main commercial and transportation routes of the time: Benedictow, The Complete History, 
203. 
13  The first reports of the Black Death in Catalonia date from the end of March and beginning of 
April 1348 in Perpignan: Maltas, Caresties, fams, 291.
14  Arxiu Comarcal del Baix Ebre (ACBE), Fons municipal, Provisions, 3, f. 167r, 1345-8.
15  ACBE, Fons municipal, Provisions, 3, f. 168v, 1345-8. For this reason, the municipality pur-
chased an adjacent orchard: Vidal, Les obres de la ciutat, 334.
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declared that of the sixty councillors on the city’s corresponding delibera-
tive body, only eighteen were still alive.16 The solution adopted was to add 
a complementary number to it, so that the body would still contain at least 
forty councillors, which was justified in the following way: com per les dites 
malalties e mortaldats no es pot tenir consell de seixanta per les poques gents 
que hic són romases, car atrobats que les dues parts de les gents de la dita 
ciutat e pus són morts (since due to the said illnesses and deaths a council of 
sixty is impossible because of the few people remaining, as it has been seen 
that two-thirds of the people of the said city, or more, are dead).17 Whether 
exaggerated or not, this declaration gives us an idea that the plague had a 
serious impact on the population of Tortosa, very much like what has been 
recorded elsewhere.18 In reference to the new councillors elected in 1350, we 
can confirm that the number of forty councillors was maintained, while re-
minding people that there had been more before.19 It was admitted that no es 
pot fer altrament per les poques gents que hic són romases de les mortaldats 
ençà (we cannot do otherwise due to the few people who are still alive).20

Apart from the unquestionable impact on the population, an indirect con-
sequence of the Plague was the rise in salaries, at least after 1349. Different 
tradesmen, such as the shoemakers and blacksmiths, who were joined by the 
farm labourers (bracers), began charging higher prices for their products or 
demanding higher rents and salaries in exchange for their work.21 Faced with 
that, the Council of Tortosa, the genuine representative of the interests of the 
local oligarchy, issued various ordinances aimed at limiting these increases. 
The situation was widespread enough to make it necessary for a general edict 
to be enacted in July of that year, by virtue of which King Peter the Ceremo-

16  As well as the deaths of the two attorneys and other people who held different municipal 
posts, as Curto noted, La intervenció municipal, 213. Forty-two deaths out of sixty is a very 
huge rate in comparison, for example, with the impact of plague on the political representatives 
in Girona, where it is said that twenty-seven of the eighty members of the Council died: Guilleré, 
Girona al segle XIV, 180.
17  ACBE, Fons municipal, Provisions, 4, f. 2r, 1348-50.
18  Traditionally, it has been assumed that the impact of the Black Death was far greater in larger 
cities than in small towns due to the population density, which facilitated contagion. However, it 
appears that, in fact, “according to a defining feature of bubonic plague, […] mortality is highest 
in (small) villages, according to the principle of the inverse relationship between mortality and 
population density”: Benedictow, The Complete History, 229. This pattern also seems to apply 
to Catalonia, where Maltas estimates that the urban mortality rates ranged between 15% and 
30%, about a quarter of the urban population: Maltas, Caresties, fams, 299-300. In general, 
it was impossible to gauge the real impact of the Plague, apart from some indirect indicators, 
as seen in the case of Manresa (Mas, “Epidèmies i crisis”) and in a broader analysis by Maltas 
(“Mesurar la mortalitat,” 67-83). In Vic, the plague is believed to have been responsible for the 
deaths of between a quarter and a third of the population: Puigferrat, “Pesta i crisis,” 48-9.
19  Likewise, the years 1355-6: ACBE, Fons municipal, Provisions, 6, ff. 23r, 91v, 1355-6.
20  ACBE, Fons municipal, Provisions, 4, f. 100v, 1348-50. Reviewing, however, the Council 
minutes of those years, we see that the number of councillors attending meetings continued to 
fluctuate greatly.
21  ACBE, Fons municipal, Provisions, 4, ff. 20v-21r, 23v, 1348-50.
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nious ordered everyone in the Principality of Catalonia to moderate salaries 
and prices.22

A paradigmatic example of the scarcity of manual labour after 1348 is to 
be found in the construction of the new cathedral of Tortosa, the foundation 
stone of which had been laid in 1347 at the behest of Bishop Bernat Oliver, 
who would later succumb to the plague. According to Victòria Almuni, the 
economic and demographic crisis caused by the Black Death was one of the 
main causes of the slowdown in the work on the cathedral building.23At the 
same time, the council’s tax collection suffered from the sudden loss of pop-
ulation: a direct tax established in 1350 had to be farmed at a reduced price 
due to the losses occasioned by the deaths.24 The collection of indirect taxes 
must also have felt this, although we do not have sufficiently valid data to 
corroborate this. 

As is known, there were further outbreaks of plague in the 1360s.25 In 
1353, however, the situation might possibly have improved substantially, and 
a period of recovery could have begun. The preparation of a new book of man-
ifests in order to continue collecting the traditional direct taxes might be an 
indicator of a certain degree of normality having been reached.

3.  The sources

3.1  The books of manifests

In Catalonia, the manifests, estimations or valuations, equivalent to the 
registers of wealth in other parts of Europe, served as a basis for the distribu-
tion of the direct taxes proportional to wealth, the talles.26 To find the earliest 
surviving examples of this type of fiscal source, it is necessary to wait until 
the second half of the fourteenth century, if not later, as there are hardly any 
registers earlier than 1350.27 Specifically, Tortosa stands out for having quite 
a long series of manifests in the fourteenth century, between 1316 and 1353. 

22  This edict was thus enacted, due to the rising prices and salaries that artisans had introduced, 
as much as four to five times higher. As well as mentioning different occupations, farm labourers 
and all other kinds of salaried workers were also included: Abadal, Pere el Cerimoniós, 47-9. 
This author was however doubtful of the effectiveness of this edict. On the rise in wages after the 
Black Death, see: Cohn, “The Black Death.”
23  Almuni, La catedral de Tortosa, 85.
24  ACBE, Fons municipal, Provisions, 4, f. 81v, 1348-50.
25  See, for example, Günzberg, “Epidemias y mortalidad,” who includes data from Tortosa in 
his study.
26  Turull, Morelló, “Estructura y tipología,” 271-326; Furió, “Avant le cadastre,” 200-31.
27  In Cervera, the first surviving example of the series is from 1340, like another book of esti-
mates from Granyena de Segarra, a locality not too far from Cervera. The second in the Cervera 
series dates from 1352 and continues with five more examples from the late fourteenth century. 
For the remaining chronologies of the examples conserved in Catalonia, see Morelló et al., “A 
study of economic inequality,” 276-9.
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All of them are, along with some talla registers, in the municipal collection of 
the Baix Ebre Comarcal Archive, except for one volume kept in the Cathedral 
Archive dating from 1316.28 This would therefore be the first one in the series, 
if we rule out other, more imprecisely dated, registers. To conduct this anal-
ysis, we shall use the two that are complete: the one from 1316 and the one 
from 1353.29

All these manifests are associated with the collection of the comuns, the 
term used most often in Tortosa to refer to direct taxation.30 The Costums, a 
famous legal compendium drafted at the end of the thirteenth century, show 
how often direct taxes must have been levied on the people of Tortosa. Thus, in 
heading I (the one entitled De l’ordenament de la Ciutat de Tortosa, especially 
points 1.1.18 and 1.1.21), various regulations are included referring to the col-
lection of the comuns.31 Among other things, it was laid down that totz los ci-
utadans e’ls habitadors de Tortosa e de son termen (all the citizens and inhabit-
ants of Tortosa and of its territory) had to contribute, based on everything they 
had seent e movent per sou e per liura sens tot contradiment (immovable and 
movable by sou and lliura without any contradiction). We find the distinction 
between movable and immovable assets indicated systematically in the books 
of manifests of Tortosa, and the way of applying the principle of per sou e per 
liura is also made clear in them because they are hybrid registers, in which both 
the valuations of assets and the resulting tax payment quotas appear.

Apart from the citizens and inhabitants of the territory, there were other 
groups subject to these talles. The knights would pay for the immovable assets 
acquired from others or for other properties they had in the city and territory, 
except for the cavalleries that they had originally possessed.32 The Jews and 
Muslims were also obliged to pay the tax for all the immovable goods they had 
in Tortosa and in its territory, including those purchased from Christians. 
In the case of the poor people, they were made to pay according to what was 
considered appropriate. They were therefore excluded from the principle of 
proportionality that was applied to all the other taxpayers.

It seems beyond doubt that, already by the end of the thirteenth century, 
registers of assets were being created with a view to collecting the comuns, 
even though none from that period has survived.33 All in all it allows us to 

28  Arxiu Capitular de Tortosa (ACT), Manifest de 1316: the book has been recently re-discov-
ered and has not been inventoried yet. Before, it was partially transcribed by the Barcelona 
historian Francesc Carreras Candi: Carreras, L’aljama de juheus, 123-50.
29  ACT, Manifest de 1316; ACBE, Fons municipal, Comú, Imposicions, Albarans, 21, 1353. The 
first has recently been the subject of a comprehensive study by Morelló, Població i riquesa a 
Tortosa.
30  From a legal point of view, see Montagut, “La doctrina medieval.”
31  We follow the latest edition of the normative text produced by Massip, Costums de Tortosa.
32  Namely, in allusion to the lots of land that they had received originally from their feudal 
lords, and with the incomes from which it was hoped they could fund the corresponding mili-
tary service.
33  Obviously, in other Catalan cities similar fiscal systems had already been introduced, as we 
know from Cervera and Manresa. This last city took as its model what was being done in Barce-
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glimpse to what extent a quite regular form of direct taxation had been in-
troduced to cover municipal expenditure that is not explicitly stated in these 
registers.34 As we said earlier, for the present study we are only taking into 
account the registers of 1316 and 1353, the reason why it is worth commenting 
on some of their differential aspects.

3.2  Characterization of the two chosen manifests

The manifest of 1316 includes global valuations according to two types of 
assets, immovable (seti) and movable, although there are quite a few taxpay-
ers who only have immovable valued. In those who declare both types, the 
sum of the two different valuations is not noted down. In many cases, nothing 
is indicated, so only the name of the person appears. We do not know if this 
is because they were subjects without taxable assets or perhaps because the 
register was left half completed. All the valuations, whether of immovable or 
movable, were made in masmudines, a type of Andalusian coin that was very 
habitual in the period.

Some of those whose assets were valued also have the amount noted down 
that they would have to pay in the tax that was the reason why this register 
was made. In principle, there were two different quotas depending on wheth-
er the asset was immovable or movable. These quotas are not expressed in 
masmudines, but in sous and diners, presumably of Barcelona.35 It is there-
fore a hybrid register of manifest and talla.36 The form of the imposition of 
the comú is written down on the first page in the book. Basically, different 
taxes were levied on the immovable and the movable, always taxing movable 
assets a third more than immovable ones, perhaps as a way of compensating 
for possible imbalances in the corresponding global valuations obtained.37 
At the same time, a poll tax of two diners per each house (alberg) was estab-

lona: see Torras, “El sistema de redacció,” 339, 343. 
34  Aside from resorting to direct taxation, the other side of taxation in Tortosa, already quite 
well developed in the first half of the fourteenth century, was the farming of a series of indirect 
taxes on trade and the circulation of goods. On the effects of taxes on wealth, see: Verdés, Reix-
ach, “Contribuir al impuesto.”
35  Since 1298, the city had been granted a royal privilege to be able to use the currency of Bar-
celona instead of Jaca: Bayerri, Historia de Tortosa, 631.
36  Outside from this case, there are estimates in other localities, like those of Valls in 1378 – 
the earliest surviving ones in that town – that are quite similar, as they also provide an overall 
estimation of assets, depending on whether they were considered movable or immovable (taxed 
incomes apart), which is accompanied by the quotas of a first talla distribution: see Morelló, 
“Les estimes de 1378,” 9-56; Morelló, “Les estimes de Valls,” 9-74.
37  In this manifest, the weight of immovable wealth is overwhelming since it represents more 
than 80% of the total recorded. Perhaps not all movable assets had to be declared, or there was 
a great deal of concealment – declaring fewer assets than one had – or undervaluation – they 
were declared for less value than the real ones; all this despite the fact of their being declarations 
made under oath. As a general rule, subsequent checks were dispensed with, it being considered 
good enough with this oath.
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lished, which we find applied to some of the individuals noted in the register. 
The same rule, with just the odd small adjustment, is included in the pream-
ble to the 1353 book. 

This other manifest, although it follows a scheme similar to that of 1316, 
gives us more detailed information about the immovables valued, whether 
dwellings or rural possessions. Thus, it includes the estimations assigned to 
each type of asset, but without establishing any sum totals of the different 
items recorded. And while the global estimation of the movable remains, the 
rents from annuities received by each individual are also valued separately. 
In fact, we begin to glimpse this greater interest in describing the assets that 
made up the seti (immovable) in the manifest of 1325, and it was already fully 
developed by the 1340s, in accordance with another of the surviving books.38 
Even so, the subsequent manifest of 1353 remains a hybrid register (mani-
fest-talla). The type of coin used also remained the same: masmudines for 
valuations and sous and diners for taxation quotas. Moreover, the poll tax is 
noted down far more systematically, in this case 1 or 2 diners depending on 
whether they were men or women, and not per alberg (house), as appeared 
written down in 1316, but per hearth. We are after all in the decade of the first 
general hearth taxes. Every taxpayer has assigned a single payment quota 
with regard to the collection of the comú that was then levied.

However, the manifests of 1316 and 1353 include a large number of people 
not declaring assets who we ought to consider as nichils, who possibly only 
paid the poll tax. In the first book they account for 42,83% of all those in-
scribed, and in the second manifest, 28,57%. Once the ‘non-declarers’ of 1316 
and 1353 have been removed, the difference between both registers is a little 
over 100 individuals in favour of the first one (1.317 vs. 1.205), which means 
a decrease of just 8,5%; otherwise, it would be 25,74%. These ‘non-declarers 
of assets’ may possibly have been more or less representative of the poor-
est classes in the city, without taxable assets, or who had very few resources. 
The reduction in the percentage of 1353 could be understood as one of the 
multiple consequences of the great loss of population caused by the plague, 
if it cannot be attributed to a reshaping of family units for fiscal purposes, as 
perhaps ought to be inferred from the change of name from alberg (house) to 
foc (hearth).39

38  ACBE, Fons municipal, Comú, Imposicions, Albarans, 19, 1325 and 20, 1348. This last book 
is before the Black Death, but the exact year (1344?, 1348?) is unknown.
39  The disappearance of nichils after the Black Death is a phenomenon documented in other 
places as well, such as Albi in Occitania, where nichils declined from 42% in 1343 to 28% in 1357. 
Benedictow argues that this may have resulted from the higher mortality of the poor, given their 
greater social vulnerability to secondary catastrophe effects, as well as from social mobility 
among survivors: Benedictow, The Complete History, 667-9. 
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3.3  Different types of taxpayers or declarers of goods

As everywhere, the great majority of those included in these registers 
were heads of family units, all of them presumably citizens of Tortosa.40 Wom-
en with taxable assets account for about a fifth of the taxpayers in both reg-
isters, while the men do so for around three-quarters of them. Seen like this, 
the pandemic does not seem to have altered the sex ratio in the ownership of 
assets, in the sense of it having brought about a spectacular rise in the num-
ber of widows taking possession of their late husbands’ assets, simply because 
the plague would not have made significant distinctions based on sex, age, or 
social class.41

Certain sectors of the population, such as knights and clergymen, are 
mixed up with the rest of the declarers.42 The above had to be on the list for 
assets purchased from others who were already paying the comuns of the city 
and, in the case of the clergy, for their own assets and also for the receipt of 
rents associated with ecclesiastical benefices.43 Also, although only in 1316, 
some convents and hospitals appear registered, but only for the immovable 
assets they possessed.

Another distinguishing factor between the two registers is the inclusion 
in 1316 of a dozen Jewish taxpayers. In reality, they must have been few in 
number in relation to all the Jews who lived in the call, where one of the larg-
est Jewish communities in the Crown of Aragon had been established.44 All 
of them appear noted down at the end of the book, each one paying for im-
movables only, whereas in the later manifest of 1353 there are no Jews, maybe 
as a result of new agreements established with the council that we do not 
know about.45 The presence of Muslims, despite what was laid down in the 
Costums, is purely symbolic: in 1316 there are only two noted as such, per-
haps for having assets they had purchased from Christians. 

Here and everywhere, these fiscal registers were compiled in a particular 
topographic order. However, while the declarers of 1316 are noted as living in 

40  (Costums, heading 4) A citizen was anyone born in Tortosa or its territory, or someone who 
had been living in the city and territory for at least ten years (1.4.14.). Anyone who came to Tor-
tosa or its territory with his or her alberg and made in it his or her stay and main residence was 
considered an inhabitant of the city (1.4.15). 
41  However, it appears that women and children were more likely to be infected, leading to high-
er mortality rates among these groups. Mortality was also higher among the poor and destitute, 
particularly in large cities. See: Benedictow, The Complete History, 668-77. 
42  In the manifest of 1316 only one person appears identified as a knight, but we do not rule out 
there being a few more with taxable assets, as we shall see later.
43  Concerning the different forms of participation of the clergy on municipal taxes, see: Verdés, 
“La contribución eclesiástica.” 
44  All of them lived in the call, both the old and the new one. As Andreu Lascorz points out, in 
the thirteenth century, the old and new calls were next to one another, but, from then on, the 
new one developed more and more until it absorbed the centre of the old one: Lascorz, Cultura 
judeocatalana, 48-9. The most recent study is the one by Alanyà, Els jueus de Tortosa.
45  It is taken for granted that the Plague of 1348 marked the start of the Jewish community of 
Tortosa’s process of decline: Lascorz, Cultura judeocatalana, 41.
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different parishes or urban districts, in the manifest of 1353 far more specific 
locations are mentioned, such as streets, squares or illes (blocks of houses). 
For this reason, it is not possible to infer the number of inhabitants that each 
parish could have had, or to make comparisons with the parish distribution 
of 1316.

4.  Some results

4.1  Demographics

The figures provided by the manifests of 1316 and 1353 do not only tell us 
about the wealth or poverty of the inhabitants of Tortosa at two specific mo-
ments in its history, but they also help us to complete a series of demographic 
data that, unfortunately, do not usually appear until later decades. Even so, it 
must be remembered that hearth taxes are also fiscal documents and that, in 
the words of Gaspar Feliu, their use as a demographic tool is only a proxy for 
want of better tools.46 

As was mentioned earlier, in the manifest of 1316 there are a total of 2.304 
fiscal units, while in that of 1353 the figure is quite a lot lower, 1.711 (25,74% 
fewer). The omnipresent outbreak of plague in 1348, whose devastating ef-
fects in Tortosa have already been described, might be the reason for a large 
part of this fall.47 Other factors associated with the fiscal units registered in 
the manifests, such as the presence or not of certain groups, especially the 
exclusion of the Jewish hearths in 1353, do not seem to be particularly impor-
tant in quantitative terms. On the other hand, the reduction in the number of 
nichils could have been important, perhaps the part of the population most 
affected by the plague, or a possible regrouping of family homes to be able to 
better withstand the resulting fiscal burden.

The data provided can be contrasted with those of the hearth taxes that 
were introduced later.48 In the case of the one carried out in 1365, in the city 
of Tortosa e en los lochs qui han pagat ab ella (and in the places that have paid 
with it) a total of 2.006 hearths were counted.49 Unfortunately, it is impossi-
ble to distinguish which of these 2.006 actually corresponded to Tortosa and 
which to the rest of the towns and places that were added to it when handing 

46  Feliu, “La población catalana,” 148.
47  Although the Black Death was the deadliest, it was probably not the only mortality crisis to 
hit Tortosa between 1316 and 1353. Joan Maltas has identified several mortality crises in Cat-
alonia during the first half of the fourteenth century, and some of them undoubtedly affected 
Tortosa. To what extent, however, remains unknown. See Maltas, Caresties, fams, 266-89.
48  The reason why we do not refer to the hearth tax of 1358 is because Tortosa does not appear 
in it, despite knowing that it contributed to it with a total of 140.000 sous: Pons, “Un fogatja-
ment desconegut,” 348.
49  Arxiu de la Corona d’Aragó (ACA), Reial Patrimoni, Mestre Racional, Volums, Sèrie General, 
2590, f. 78r, 1365.
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over the corresponding payment.50 On the other hand, the hearth tax of 1378 
is clearer in this respect: that year Tortosa had 1.017 hearths, 991 of which 
corresponded to the city proper and the other 26 to the sector located on the 
other side of the river.51 In fact, according to this hearth tax, Tortosa was at 
that time the fourth most populated city in Catalonia, only behind Barcelona, 
Perpignan and Lleida.52

However, despite this apparently positive note, the visible loss of popula-
tion in Tortosa between the 1350s and the late 1380s – something widespread 
in the Principality – is very noticeable: the fall from the 1.711 hearths of 1353 
to the supposed 1.017 of 1378 would mean the disappearance of 30% of the 
population of Tortosa in twenty-five years. However, the figure of 1378 must 
be qualified and accepted with all due caution. In the first place, because, 
as Josep M. Pons i Guri pointed out, neither the unoccupied houses, nor the 
hearths of Muslims and Jews, nor the beggars, nor all those who had never 
paid in previous hearth taxes, due either to privilege or custom, were included 
in the hearth tax.53 Gaspar Feliu adds as possible factors for the sizeable, but 
probably not so drastic, fall in 1378 the outbreaks of plague in 1362, 1371 and 
1375.54

Either way, what seems clear is that Tortosa entered the closing stages of 
the fourteenth century with a lot less population than it had had at the start of 
the century. In fact, if we compare the figures of 1316 and 1378 – if such a com-
parison is appropriate, given that we are talking about two different types of 
fiscal sources – in sixty-two years Tortosa would have lost 55,86% of its pop-
ulation, an extremely high percentage that we cannot regard as valid, above 
all given the special circumstances already mentioned of the 1378 hearth tax. 
In any case, the exact quantification of the real loss of inhabitants of Tortosa, 
which does seem completely undeniable, is for the moment impossible, but 
what seems obvious is that the different outbreaks of plague that occurred 
from the 1340s onwards played a crucial role in it.

50  In fact, as Gaspar Feliu points out, throughout the hearth tax a list by vegueries is made, 
counting the royal and allodial hearths separately, of those belonging to citizens and of the 
hearths of the privileged (Church and nobility). However, the only case in which this is not car-
ried out is precisely the one for the vegueria of Tortosa, where only the castellany of Amposta 
appears, on one hand, and the rest of the vegueria, on the other: Feliu, “La demografia baixme-
dieval,” 18-9. The author cites the now classic edition of this hearth tax, that can be found in 
Iglésies, “El fogaje de 1365-70.”
51  Redondo, El fogatjament general, 208, n. 569, 391, 415. 
52  It must be said, however, that Tortosa was far removed from the first two cities, which had, 
respectively, 7.295 and 4.232 hearths, but much more strongly aligned with Lleida, for which 
1.218 were counted.
53  Pons, “Un fogatjament desconegut,” 337; Feliu, “La demografia baixmedieval,” 19.
54  Feliu, “La población catalana,” 154; Feliu, “La demografia baixmedieval,” 19.
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4.2  Analysis

As has been mentioned already, the registers studied are hybrid in na-
ture, as they do not only include the valuation of wealth, but also the payment 
quotas resulting from the assets taxed. In this study, we shall overlook this 
second aspect in order to focus solely on the estimations of the patrimony of 
the people of Tortosa in 1316 and 1353. These data are, therefore, those pre-
sented below processed in the form of different types of statistical indexes, 
after removing from the sample the heads of households who are assumed not 
to have any kind of wealth (nichils).55

Table 1. General data of Tortosa according to the manifests of 1316 and 1353 (without nichils)
Year Number Wealth (in mas.) Progress. Gini Palma SD10%
1316 1.317 382.890,5 0,27 0,72 18,9 58,08
1353 1.205 327.272,83 0,27 0,76 25 63,85

Sources: ACT, Manifest de 1316; ACBE, Fons municipal, Comú, Imposicions, Albarans, 21, 1353.

In the first place, the volume of wealth recorded in the manifest of 1316 
is 382.890,5 masmudines, while in that of 1353 it is 327.272,83 mas. The dif-
ference between both registers, of 55.617,67 mas., would imply a fall in the 
city’s overall wealth of 14,53%. If we bear in mind the apparent impact of the 
Black Death on the population, mentioned above, we may consider it to be a 
relatively low percentage. 

Surprisingly, the index of progressivity or clustering is the same in the 
registers of 1316 and 1353. By clustering we are referring to the ratio between 
the number of fiscal categories used by those responsible for the taxation and 
the total number of taxpayers. In this way, a progressivity of 1 would repre-
sent an extreme dissociation, in which all the taxpayers would have a differ-
ent wealth value assigned, while a value of 0 would imply that the patrimony 
of all of them would be estimated identically.56 In the case of Tortosa, a pro-
gressivity of 0,27 indicates a clear tendency to value the assets of the people 
of Tortosa similarly in both manifests and, therefore, the need to interpret the 
indexes of inequality obtained with a certain degree of caution.

Let us begin then with the Gini coefficient, one of the most common for 
calculating inequality, whose widespread use makes it easy to approach stud-
ies done in very diverse timelines and geographical areas. As can be observed 
in Table 1, in both years the Gini coefficient is remarkably high, 0,72 in 1316 
and 0,76 in 1353. Therefore, Tortosa would be situated within values quite 

55  As suggested by Alfani, this approach ensures that inequality indices remain as homogene-
ous as possible. As he points out, the distortion caused by including these nichils is, in fact, very 
limited: Alfani, “Economic Inequality,” 9. See also Miquel, Verdés, “Contribución al estudio,” 
162-3. 
56  Reixach, “Fuentes para el estudio,” 578; cf. Lambrecht, Ryckbosch, “Economic Inequality.”
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normal in the period for medium-sized to large European cities, and even 
slightly above.57 In any case, what is most interesting for us in this respect 
is the increase in inequality between 1316 and 1353. While it is true that it is 
not a huge rise, it is obvious that, during the almost forty years between both 
registers, the wealth of the people of Tortosa became distributed (even) less 
equitably. We get the same idea from the Palma ratio, in which the wealth pos-
sessed by the richest 10% is contrasted with that of the poorest 40%, which in 
this case grows between 1316 and 1353 by more than five points. This increase 
is directly related to the percentage of wealth amassed by the members of one 
of the deciles into which we divide the population of Tortosa, those in the top 
decile. Thus, while in 1316 the members of the tenth decile possessed 58,05% 
of the city’s estimated wealth, in 1353 this percentage was greater, 63,85%. In 
a nutshell, between 1316 and 1353 the wealth of Tortosa diminished, but what 
did remain was concentrated more in the hands of the wealthiest. 

This appears to contradict findings on inequality elsewhere in Europe, 
where its unequivocal decrease after the Black Death has been well docu-
mented.58 This was the result of several factors, among which the rise in real 
wages (reducing income inequality) and partible inheritance systems (lead-
ing in patrimonial fragmentation and a more active market) played a crucial 
role.59 The reasons behind this divergence in Tortosa, despite some possible 
explanations, remain unknown, at least until additional case studies expand 
the existing research on inequality before and after the plague.60

Table 2. Data referring to the male taxpayers
Year Number Wealth (in mas.) Progress. Gini Palma SD10%
1316 962 293.925 0,32 0,73 19,82 58,82
1353 895 247.330,5 0,32 0,77 26,61 65,52

Sources: ACT, Manifest de 1316; ACBE, Fons municipal, Comú, Imposicions, Albarans, 21, 1353.

57  As is mentioned in Furió et al, “Measuring economic inequality,” 180, during the Late Middle 
Ages the most habitual Gini index among the heavily populated and economically dynamic ar-
eas is between 0,60 and 0,70. Thus, for example, the Gini index of Valencia in 1354 is 0,61; that 
of Valls, a small Catalan town, was 0,66 in 1378, and that of Seville in 1384, 0,80. See: Furió et 
al, “Measuring economic inequality;” Almenar, Chismol, Ruiz, “Aproximación a la desigualdad.”
58  See Alfani, “Epidemics, Inequality.” For instance, in Prato, a Gini index of 0,703 was calcu-
lated for 1325, decreasing to 0,487 in 1356. In Albi, the Gini index was 0,637 in 1343 and 0,628 
in 1357. See also the introduction of Cristoferi in this volume.
59  Alfani, “Economic Inequality;” Alfani “Epidemics, Inequality.”
60  Alfani argues that in geographically peripheral areas, such as the Iberian Peninsula or Ire-
land, the consequences of the epidemic were different from those in other regions, such as the 
Italian peninsula or France. In fact, it has been noted that during the years of the Black Death, 
the Iberian territories experienced an increase in inequality, mainly due to rising prices that 
did not fall as quickly as in other European regions. As a result, the inflation that followed the 
mortality crisis quickly offset the increase in nominal wages. See: Alfani, “Epidemics, Inequal-
ity,” 15; Álvarez-Nogal, Prados, Santiago-Caballero, “Economic effects,” 43-4. It should also be 
noted that, since the Middle Ages, the inheritance system in Catalonia favoured the first-born 
son (hereu) or, in the absence of male heirs, the first-born daughter (pubilla), who became the 
primary recipient of the family patrimony (Ferrer, Hereus, pubilles, 29-33). 
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As can be seen in Table 3, with regard to the male taxpayers, it must first 
be pointed out that in both years they represented nearly three-quarters of 
the total: specifically, 73,04% in 1316, and 74,27% in 1353. It is not surprising 
therefore, that the wealth they amassed also formed much of the estimated 
total: 76,76% in 1316 and 75,57% in 1353. Curiously, despite supposing a high-
er percentage with respect to the total number of taxpayers in 1353 than in 
1316, the valuation of their wealth was lower after the Black Death, something 
that, as we shall see later on, is directly related to the average value of the 
declarations.

Although the progressivity of the data referring to the men is a little 
higher than that of those corresponding to the total number of people, this 
does not seem to have a direct impact on the Gini and Palma indexes, which 
only slightly increase in 1316 and 1353. It seems clear that this is directly 
influenced by the fact that those who comprised the tenth decile of the men 
amassed more wealth than the global tenth decile, 0,74% more in 1316 and 
1,67% more in 1353. Under no circumstances is it a significant change, some-
thing that helps to explain that the variations in the figures relative to the men 
are minimal with respect to those referring globally to Tortosa.

Table 3. Data referring to the female taxpayers
Year Number Wealth (in mas.) Progress. Gini Palma SD10%
1316 254 49.713 0,41 0,7 16,06 55,34
1353 260 58.547,33 0,4 0,73 20,18 59,73

Sources: ACT, Manifest de 1316; ACBE, Fons municipal, Comú, Imposicions, Albarans, 21, 1353.

The picture provided by the data relative to the female taxpayers, as can 
be seen in Table 4, is quite different to that of the men. In the first place, be-
cause they represented only a fifth of the total number of taxpayers: 19,29% 
in 1316 and 21,58% in 1353. As a consequence, the percentages of assets de-
clared are also very much lower, only 12,98% of the wealth in 1316 and 17,89% 
in 1353. However, it is useful to point out both the increase experienced by the 
percentage of female taxpayers, and, above all, by that of their patrimony over 
the decades between the two manifests we are studying. Possibly, therefore, 
one of the consequences of the Black Death was, precisely, a redistribution of 
the wealth that benefitted the female population of Tortosa.

Curiously, in the case of the women the progressivity is in both years quite 
a lot higher than that of the men and the global population, something that in 
theory ought to entail greater reliability of the results obtained. Whatever the 
case, the reality is that, as far as the indexes are concerned, the female obser-
vatory follows the same trend as the global and the male one, although on a 
lower scale. According to the Gini and Palma indexes, inequality among the 
women also increased between 1316 and 1353, but less than among the men 
and among the total population. The same thing happened with the percent-
age of wealth possessed by the tenth decile. We therefore see that the distri-
bution of wealth among the women was also markedly unequal, although less 
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than among Tortosa as a whole, and above all, less than among the men, and 
that, despite growing between 1316 and 1353, it did so less markedly.

Table 4. Mean and median values of the declarations (in mas.)
Year Mean Median

Total Men Women Total Men Women
1316 290,73 305,54 195,72 77 77 56,6
1353 271,6 276,35 225,18 60 60 50

Sources: ACT, Manifest de 1316; ACBE, Fons municipal, Comú, Imposicions, Albarans, 21, 1353.

The lack of correspondence between the percentages of declarers and of 
wealth in the case of the men and women can be explained by the obvious dis-
crepancies between the mean and median estimations of both groups, as can 
be seen in Table 5. In 1316 the mean declaration of the men was 5,09% higher 
than that of the total number of taxpayers, and 56,11% greater than that of the 
women. In 1353, both the mean global estimation and that of the men dimin-
ished considerably, but on the other hand that of the women increased. This 
is why that year the men’s mean declaration was 1.75% higher than that of the 
total, but ‘only’ 22,72% greater than the women’s. On the other hand, the same 
is not the case with the median ones. In all three cases they fall between 1316 
and 1353, but while that of the men and that of the total number of taxpayers 
is identical in the two years studied, that of the women is, as was predictable, 
considerably lower. However, percentage-wise, the fall in the median women’s 
valuation was less than that of the global and the men’s, 11,66% and 22,08%, 
respectively.

4.3  The major taxpayers in 1316 and 1353

We shall now focus our attention on what would be the most represent-
ative group of the patriciate of Tortosa, namely, the wealthiest, or, at least, 
those who declared greater levels of wealth.

Table 5. The highest declarers of 1316
Declarer Wealth (in mas.)

1. Guillem Pinyol 12.150
2. Mascarós Garidell 9.525
3. Joan Despuig 6.500
4. Jaume Monge 5.000
5. Pasqual Sifré 4.570
6. heirs of Açach Avinacara 4.500
7. wife of Ramon de Teià 3.907
8. Pere d’Almenar 3.900
9. Simó Rafart 3.500
10. house of the Hospital 3.378
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11. heir of Domingo Ferrando 3.250
12. Dalmau des Jardí 3.212
13. Eiximèn de Vallobar 3.100
14. Guillem Terré 3.020
15. Ramon Roig 3.000

Source: ACT, Manifest de 1316.

In 1316, the 15 highest declarers have staggered valuations above 3.000 
mas. The wealthiest man in Tortosa at the time, Guillem Pinyol, possessed a 
total of 12.150 mas. He, together with the second and third highest declarers, 
Mascarós Garidell and Joan Despuig, belonged to families that went back to 
the earliest days of the conquest of the city.61 Some of them had estates in 
nearby areas, as in the case of the Pinyol family, who possessed Cardó, among 
other territorial domains, and also in the case of the Despuig family, who were 
lords of Paüls. In fact, Joan Despuig’s declaration of assets included this cas-
tle, valued at 5.000 mas.62 From the municipal point of view, these places 
were inside the territory of Tortosa, which could be a reason why they were 
considered to be part of the city’s tax contribution.63 We may presume that 
Guillem Pinyol’s estimation must also have included some of the family’s pos-
sessions: otherwise, such a high valuation of assets is hard to explain. Despite 
everything, none of the three is classed as a knight. Whether they were or not, 
or whether they were classed as citizens like the rest or not, the fact is that 
they were also considered taxpayers of the municipality on account of what 
must have been a quite significant part of their patrimonies.

The remaining taxpayers on the list have large but less outstanding valu-
ations. As can be seen, among the fifteen highest declarers of 1316 there is an 
entity, the house of the Hospital, as well as some heirs and one woman. All of 
them, except for the Jewish heirs, are below 4.000 mas. 

As to the distribution of immovables and movables, of the fifteen, ten only 
declared immovables, beginning with the four largest fortunes in the ranking. 
And with regard to the rest of the taxpayers who present both types of assets, 
there are only two who surpass 50% with regard to the valuation of the mov-
able, with 2.000 mas. each against lower amounts of immovables.64 All in all 

61  By then the Garidell family had amassed a considerable patrimony: see Virgili, “Els conqueri-
dors,” 269-72. Tomàs Garidell was thought to be one of the wealthiest citizens of Tortosa in the 
reign of James I, according to Bayerri, Historia de Tortosa, 622. For other information relative 
to each of these dynasties of lesser local nobility we base ourselves on the study by Beguer, Els 
llinatges, 63 ff. (Despuig), 73 ff. (Garidell) and 175 ff. (Pinyol). In Manresa, knightly families 
were also among the most prominent groups: see Fynn-Paul, Family, Work, and Household.
62  This place had been in the possession of the Despuig family since the years immediately 
following the conquest of the city: Beguer, Els llinatges, 63.
63  In relation to the castle of Paüls, the city of Tortosa had certain rights recognized there by 
virtue of a royal sentence in the early fourteenth century: Bayerri, Historia de Tortosa, 632.
64  One must remember, though, that capitalized incomes were also counted as immovable as-
sets.
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it follows the habitual trend of the whole register when it comes to prioritizing 
immovable assets as the fundamental base for the direct tax.65

Table 6. The highest declarers of 1353
Declarer Wealth (in mas.)

1. Pere Belsa 9.090
2. Guillem Pinyol 8.750
3. Bernat Figuera 6.900
4. Berenguer Despuig 5.900
5. Ramon Goda 5.725
6. Jaume de Tous 5.550
7. Pere Cima 4.550
8. heirs of Pere Gonçalbis 4.300
9. Blanca, widow of Arnau Bartomeu 4.060
10. Pere Sacosta 4.000
11. Guillem Despuig 3.700
12. Jaume Tarascó 3.645
13. Gueralda, widow of Guillem Camaria 3.612
14. Pere de Castellet 3.600
15. Ramon Despuig 3.600

Source: ACBE, Fons municipal, Comú, Imposicions, Albarans, 21, 1353.

In 1353, the bar for the fifteen highest declarers of assets is set at 3.600 
mas. In first place we have Pere Belsa with an estimation distributed equally 
between immovable and movable assets, amounting to just over 9.000 mas.66 
In second place, once again we have Guillem Pinyol – probably a son with 
the same name as the one in 1316 – in this case with a total of 8.750 mas., all 
immovables.67 This figure represents a fall of 28% with respect to the Guillem 
Pinyol of 1316. All the others come below 7.000 mas. Among them we can 
point out Bernat Figuera, due to the fact that he had various annuity rents 
noted down.68 We also have two widows, the first of whom was in ninth place 
with just over 4.000 mas.

Among the main declarers of 1353 there are no longer any Garidells, but 
there are three Despuigs. Ramon, in fifteenth position, possessed the castle of 

65  This is not surprising if we consider that, as Alfani states, “Real estate (lands and buildings) 
[…] was by far the main component of wealth in preindustrial rural societies”, and therefore it 
was always included in property tax records: Alfani, “Economic Inequality,” 9. 
66  This individual had many albergs, as well as various country estates with vines and olive 
trees (all the properties amount to 4.450 mas.), as well as receiving various rents (270 mas.) and 
having movable assets valued at 4.370 mas.
67  Broken down as follows: the alberg for 1.000 mas., and other possessions amounting to 
4.050 mas., the oven of Sant Jaume (200 mas.) and several annuity rents estimated at 3.500 
mas.
68  It includes three albergs (1.200 mas.), various country estates (1.600 mas.), up to six annui-
ties received from various places (2.190 mas.) and movable assets for 2.000 mas.
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Paüls, this time valued at 3.000 mas., 2.000 less than in 1316. The sum of the 
wealth of all three, 13.200 mas., far exceeds the wealth of the richest man of 
the moment. The rest of the list features other families, which suggests that, 
over the period of time studied here, there had been an important renewal in 
the richest families in Tortosa in the mid-fourteenth century. Of course, the 
levels of wealth of this post-plague group had also fallen a little with respect 
to the maximum levels reached prior to it. All in all, a greater concentration 
– or rather, levelling – of the wealth in brackets that were lower in relation 
to the situation in 1316 seems to be inferred, which implies that just after the 
Plague an important restructuring of local wealth took place, in the higher 
echelons of society at least.

Lastly, as regards the distribution of immovables and movables, one must 
note once again the anomaly represented by some of these largest fortunes 
only having immovable assets valued, as if the respective declarers did not 
possess any movable assets, something highly unlikely, or perhaps they were 
not obliged to declare them. Thus, of the fifteen richest individuals in 1353, 
there are eight who only declare immovable assets, and, of those who have 
both immovable and movable assets valued, only three have a higher valua-
tion of movables than immovables. Moreover, the taxation of a larger number 
of rents, especially if they were large amounts, was beginning to be a distin-
guishing feature of the most outstanding fortunes of the moment, fully coin-
ciding with the expansion in Catalonia of annuity credit. At least, in the case 
of Guillem Pinyol, the valuation of the rents received represents 40% of his 
entire fortune, while for Bernat Figuera it is somewhat lower, 31,7%.

5.  Conclusions

After the analysis conducted in the preceding sections, we ought to be 
able to answer some of the main questions posed in the introduction to this 
article. On one hand, whether or not inequality increased among the popula-
tion of Tortosa during the fourteenth century, and on the other, what impact 
the demographic crisis in the middle of the century had on it, bearing in mind 
especially the chronicles that estimate the death rate due to the plague as 
more than two-thirds of the population.

In the first place, it seems undeniable that in 1353, only five years after the 
plague, the population of Tortosa was lower than in 1316. The figures supplied 
by the two compared manifests indicate this, if all the fiscal units are counted, 
and if the nichils are excluded. Depending on the different variables in play, 
we obtain unequal percentages, but up to a maximum situated around a 25% 
drop, much less than the supposed 66% of 1348. It could be argued, howev-
er, that the demographic recovery must have been rapid before the further 
waves of plague hit the population once again, possibly due to immigration. 
The comparison of the figures of the 1353 manifest with those of hearth taxes 
of the second half of the fourteenth century, especially the one in 1378, par-
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tially illustrates the subsequent fall in the number of hearths, as, when all is 
said and done, they are different types of fiscal sources and therefore difficult 
to compare.

Secondly, between 1316 and 1353 one sees a fall in the volume of wealth 
of 14,5%, a percentage that is almost twice as high as the 8,5% obtained from 
the respective number of declarers of assets. In consequence, the means es-
timated in both years also diminish. Therefore, in 1353 there was less wealth 
in Tortosa, but it was distributed differently. The Gini coefficient already 
indicates a slight increase in inequality, while the Palma ratio enables us to 
clearly see a greater concentration of the wealth among the richer classes of 
the urban population. The women, who only represented 20% of the taxable 
population, follow another pattern. Between 1316 and 1353, inequality among 
them also increased, but less markedly than among the male population. On 
the other hand, the women amassed on average more wealth than in 1316, 
while in the case of the men it was reduced.

Thirdly, we have seen an important renewal in the wealthiest families as 
a result of comparing the top fifteen of 1316 and 1353. Despite the survival of 
some families (Pinyol, Despuig), many of the new rich in 1353 were members 
of other families. Whether this renewal can only be explained by the length of 
time between both dates, or by the more recent impact of the plague, which 
among other effects drastically reduced the number of Councillors of Tortosa, 
at this moment in time it is difficult to know, but it could be indicative of a 
high degree of social mobility. We have also seen that the levels of wealth of 
this select group in 1353 were more similar than before. Finally, with regard 
to the composition of patrimonies, one must point out the number and the 
variety of properties they possessed, and also the large number of rents they 
were receiving, and the high percentage indexes of the latter in the estima-
tions of their wealth.
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